XXIX.
MARCELLUS.   FALL, 216 B. C.

HANNIBAL gave all his Italian prisoners their freedom, and placed a ransom
on the Romans; but the senate refused to allow their families to enrich the
Carthaginian "by paying this ransom. A large numher of cities in southern Italy
joined Hannibal, but the socii clove to Rome. The confederacy was like a Cy-
clopsean wall. Hannibal moved to Campania. He aimed to get a seaport in
this province as a base for further operations, but he was unable to lay hold of
one. Capua, the second city of Italy, joined him, and he won several smaller
towns, among them Casilinum; but at Nola, Marcellus, who was the coming
Roman general, checked him in an attempt on the place, with heavy loss. The
Hanno party in Carthage was voted down, and reinforcements were ordered
from Spain to Italy; but the Scipios defeated Hasdrubal Barca, and prevented
their leaving the peninsula. Cannse had been a great gain for Hannibal, hut it
had not brought him that support which would enable him to win. The cities
which joined him did so because they looked on him as a new master, and not
from approval of his course; in many instances from hatred of Rome. The
structure which Rome had erected in Italy was sound enough to stand every
test. Hannibal went into winter-quarters in Cajpua.

THOUGH in need of money, Hannibal,, after the battle of
Cannse, sent his Italian prisoners home without ransom, as a
bid for the support of the confederates against Rome. Hav-
ing fixed a ransom upon the Roman prisoners, he sent a dep-
utation of these prisoners, accompanied' by Carthalo, a noble
Carthaginian and commander of the light horse, to Rome,
with authority to treat with the senate or else with the fami-
lies of each. The deputation made a good showing to the
senate, but this body, with the wonderful self-confidence
which always characterized its actions, refused to allow Han-
nibal to be enriched in this manner, either from the state
or from private funds, declined to treat with Carthalo, andnot
that is, to the north bank, and, reinforcing Ids legions from the
